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CHA PTER IX.

yChufr Kent Declines a Job.

T chance for me. said Blair
presently.

"Chancer- - murmured Kent

IS car swerved sharply, but lmme-Atd- y

resumed the middle of the road.
Certainly, chance." said the motor--

"What else should It be?
Of toorse." agreed Kent. "A yon

j said fortunate continued the oth-- ft

tccanse you are. I believe, the very
j want. There Is an affair whlcb

w been troubling me a good deal. I
sticnt been able to loon into It per-getll- T

because of the serious Illness
cj won. who Is at my place on Suo-fcrat-al

creek. But It Is In your line,
Ida entomological and perhaps crim- -

VTbat to It?" asked Kent.
Aa Inexplicable destruction of onr

ggnd woolens by the clothes moth,
loa may perhaps know that I am
jraidect of the KInsella mills. We're
Iks bavins a great den I of trouble
jts spring. nd our superintendent be-y- ra

tint some enemy Is introducing
tb pest into oar warehouses. Will

take the case?"

--Start tonight for Connecticut.'
Cbetter Kent's long fingers went to

fit lobe on his ear. "Give me until 3
ttkek this afternoon to consider. Can
I web yoo by telephone?"

Its. at Hedgerow house, my place."
TKtt Is how far from here?"
"Fourteen miles. But yoo need not

too there. 1 could return to the no--

to conclude arrangements. And 1

tScXT be added significantly, "that
jn Toold find the project a profitable
at"

"Doubtless. Are you wei? acquainted
with this part of the country, Mr.
Eilrr

"Yes: Ire been coming here for
jttrs."
Ti there an army post near by?"
--Not within a hundred miles."
"'or any officers on special detail

tixxjtr
--.None so far as X know."

j, Wagner.

Cove
By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS

Copyright. 1512. by the Bobba-Mcrr- ill

Company

jf????????????????????
I tvent produced from bis pocket the

suver star witn toe shred of cloth

f 3p

sir. It was inquired for only
yesterday by Mr. Blair."

banging to if-- "This may or may not
be an Important clew to the
death that occurred here three days
ago."

"It looks like the star from the col-

lar of an officer. 1 should say positive-
ly that It was from an army or navy
uniform."

"Are yoo yourself an expert in wool-
en fabrics. Mr.

"1 bave been."
"Could you tell from that tiny frag-

ment whether or not the whole cloth is
all wool?"

Without replying cave the
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Blair?"

.Blair

tup: rock island argus, Wednesday. November 4, ioi4.
nirvnng nnctOie a quics sweep, and
the car drew up before a drug store.
He took the star and was gone a few
minutes.

"Not all wool." be announced on bis
return.

"Exit the army or navy officer." re-
marked Kent.

"Why sor"
-- Because regulations require all

wool garments and get them. What
UjhejBhrlr'

"A faifty good nTTitnre. " from th"e
very elementary chemical test I made,"

--Thank you. Mr. Blair. You've elim-
inated one troublesome hypothesis for
me. I II telephone you before 3
o'clock. Good day."

From tbo woolen manufacturer
Chester Kent went direct to the Mar-tinda- le

Center library, where be Inter
viewed the librarian.

-- Do you get the agriculture depart-
ment publications?"

"Tea."
"Have you a pamphlet Issued by the

bureau of entomology, Melmund on
The Swarm Phenomenon In Lepldop--
tera 7 "

"Tea, sir. It was inquired for only
yesterday by Mr. Blair."

"Ah. yes! lie's quite interested In
the subject. 1 believe."

"It must be quite recent, then." said
the librarian. "We haven't seen him
here for a long time until two days
ago, when he came and put in a morn-in-g

reading on Insects."
"So. Mr. Alexander Blair." said Kent,

addressing the last fence post on the
outskirts of the town, after a thought-
ful walk, "that was a fatal break on
your part, that mention or Helmund,
Amateurs who have wholly dropped a
subject since years back don't usually
know publications issued only within
three months. That casual meeting
with me was well carried out. and you
called it chance. A very palpably
manufactured chance! But why am I
worth so much trouble to know? And
why does Alexander Blair leave a
desperately III son to arrange an er-

rand for me at this particular time?
And Is Hedgerow house, fourteen
miles distant and possessing Just such
an electric car as a woman would use
in driving round the country, per-
haps the place whence came Sedg-
wick's sweet lady of mystery? Finally,
what connection has all this with the
body lying In Annalaka burying
ground?"

Eliciting no reply from the fence
post, Kent returned to the Eyrie, call-
ed up Hedgerow bouse and declined
Blair's proposition.

Early that evening Francis Sedg-
wick came to the bote).

"Mr. Kent? I'm afraid yon can't
see him, sir. He Isn't In his room."
said the clerk.

"Isn't be about the hotel?"
The clerk hesitated. "I ought not

to tell you. sir, for ifs Mr. Kent's
strict orders not to be disturbed, but
he's In his special room. Is it any
thing very important? Any new evi-
dence or something of that sort?"

"That la what I want Mr. Kent to
decide."

"In that case I might take the re-

sponsibility. But I think I bad bet-
ter take you to him myself."

After the elevator had carried them
to the top of Its run, they mounted a
Sight of stairs and walked to a far
corner of the building.

"Nobody's been In here since he
took It," explained the clerk as they
walked. "Turned all the furniture out.
Special lock on the door. Some kind
of scientific experiments. I suppose.
He's very quiet about it."

Having reached the door, he dls--

creetly tapped. No answer came.
J Somewhat less timidity characterized
I bis next effort. A growl of surpass

ing savagery from within was his
reward.

"You see. Mr. Sedgwick." said the
clerk. Raising bis voice be called.
"Mr. Kent. I've brought"

"Get away and go to the devil V
cried a voice from inside in fury.
--What do you mean by"

"Ifs 1. Kent. Sedgwick. I've got to
see yon."

There was a silence of some seconds.
"What do you want?" asked Kent

at length.
"You told me to come at once if any

thing turned up."
"So I did." sighed Kent. "Well,

chase that Infernal bellboy to the
stairs, and I'll let you in."

With a wry face the clerk retired.
Kent oened the door and his friend
squeezed through Into a bare room.
The walls were hung and the floor was
carpeted with white sheets. There
was no furniture of any kind unless a
narrow mattress In one corner could
dm so reckoned.

"It's happened r announced Sedg
wick.

--Has it?" said Kent. "Leon op
against the wall and make yourself at
home. Man. you're shaking I"

"You'd shake, too," retorted the art-

ist, bis voice trembling.
"No; anger doesn't affect me that

way. Walt! Now. don't tell me yet.
If I'm to bave a report it must be from
a sane man, not from one In a blind
fury. Take time and cool down. What
do you think of my room?"

"What's the game?" asked Sedg-
wick, interested in spite of himself.

"It dates back to our college days.
Do you remember that queer fresh-
man. Berwlnd?"

"The mind reader? Yea. The poor
chap went Insane afterward."

"Yes. It was a weak mind, but a
singularly receptive one. You know
we used to force numbers or playing
cards upon his consciousness by mere-
ly thinking of tbem."

"I recollect. His method was to
stand gazing at a blank wall. He said
the object we were thinking of would
rise before bltn visually against the
blank ness. Did you ever figure out
bow be managed to do It?"

"Not exactly."
"For years I've kept a bare white

room in my Washington honse to do
my hard thinking In When your mr-fai- r

promised to e difficult for
me I rlgced up this spot. And I'm
trying to see thing against the walls."

"Any p:irT1ciniir Kind or things?"
Kent prielijcttl the silver tnr from

uis pocket and toirt vi i

"iwugwicK. wnat was it your visitor
nii to ron about Jupiter?"

"""Stfe "didn't i flffu'uL Jupiter?"
"No, of co u rue not. Not by name.

But what was it abe said about the
planet that sbo pointed out over the
sea?"

"Oh. waa that Jupiter? How did you
know?"

"Looked last night, of course," said
Kent Impatiently. "There's no other
planet conspicuous over the sea at
that hour from where you stood.
That's not important, at least not now.
What did she say?"

"Oh. some rot about daring to follow
her star and find happiness and that
perhaps it might lead me to glory or
something."

A kind of snort came from Kent
"Where have my brains been?" he
cried. He thrust the bit of embroid-
ery back Into bis pocket. Then with
an abrupt change of tone:

"Well. Is your temper in band?"
"For the present"
"Tell me about it then."
"You remember the the picture of

the face?" said Sedgwick, with an ef-
fort

"Nobody would easily forget It"
"I've been doing another portrait

from the sketches. It was on opaque
glass, an experimental medium that
I've worked on some. Late this after-
noon 1 went out leaving the glass
sheet backed against a light board,
on my easel. The door waa locked
with a heavy spring. There's no pos-
sible access by the window. Yet
somebody came in and smashed my
picture to fragments. If I can find
that man. Kent I'll kill him!"

Kent glanced at the artist's long,
strong hands. They were clinched on
bis knees. The fingers were bloodless.

"1 believe you would." said the scie-
ntist with conviction. "You mustn't
yoo know. No luxuries at present
Anything else in your place damaged?'

"Not that 1 noticed. But 1 didn't
pay much attention to anything else.
I came here direct to find you."

"That's right Well. I'm with, you
for the Nook."

Locking his curious room after him.
Kent led the way to the hotel lobby,
where be stopped only long enough to
send some telegrams. The sun was
still a few minutes short of its setting
when be and bis companion emerged
from the hotel. Kent at once broke
into a trot

(To be Continued Next Saturday.)

INDUSTRIAL BODY

REPORT IS READY

Sixty-Thir- d Congress to Con
sider Evidence Gathered

by Commission.

Washington. Nov. 4. The Sixty-thir-d

congress will be prepared to
take another step toward regulation
of the relations of employers and em-

ployes when it convenes in Decem-
ber, as it will have before it for con-

sideration a lengthy report from the
commission, on industrial relations
created last year to investigate the
subject and recommend legislation.

Ther report will be merely a state-
ment of what has been done; of the
evidence presented to it and of the
research work it has conducted in
many fields covering the period from
Oct. 22. 1913, when the appropriation
became available, until Oct 22, 1914.
Further hearings will be held this win
ter in New York, Washington, Chicago
and Atlanta, and in Its final report
next year the commission will pre
sent he bills which it hopes will re-

sult in extensive reform of industrial
relations.

Every effort was made by the com
mission to complete Its preliminary re
port in time for presentation to the
last session of congress. The force at
Field headquarters in Chicago was
kept busy night and day, but It was
found impossible to complete the task.

Five hundred witnesses have been
heard by the commission's represent-
atives in Washington, New York, Bos-
ton, Philadelphia, Chicago, Patterson,
N. J., L-3a- S. D., Butte, Seattle, Port-
land, San Francisco, and Los Angeles.
In addition to this exhaustive investi-
gation much lias been conducted inde-

pendently by the field force under the
direction of Dr. Charles McCarthy of
the legislative library of Wisconsin.
The subjects considered were unem-
ployment, vocational training, violence
in labor disputes, interstate employ-

ment and agricultural labor. Among
those who aided In this task were Pro-

fessor George F. Barnett, Johns Hop-

kins university, who devoted himself
to a study of economic conditions;
Miss Marie L. Obenouver of the. bu-

reau of labor statistics, investigating
women and child tebor; Robert F.
Hoxie, professor of political economy.
University of Chicago; William Leis- -

erson, formerly superintendent of em
ployment agencies, Wisconsin; John
I Parkinson, an expert special agent
of the census bureau; Thomas I. Park-
inson, chiet of the legislative drafting
division. Columbia university; B. S.
Warren, surgeon of the public health
service, and W. J. Lauck of Washing
ton, D. C, formerly superintendent of
Industrial investigation. U. S. immi
gration bureau.

Public hearings were neia unaer tne
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New Garments Daily at
The Bee Hibe

and some of them Decidedly Underpriced
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Skirts at $2.98
Fine serges,

tunic plain
or

of B. M.
. 'C., and Commissioner
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It our policy to print a sensa-
tional story every time we a lucky purchase
you may rest assured whenever and wherever good
quality, right style garments are to be at less-than-wor- th

prices, gets its share.

Just at this time when we look to the markets to re
and Winter stocks, we many makers r.

overstocked and eager to merchandise mto money,
and accounts the great number of unusual
values everv section the store.

More Nelv Suits

$9.98, $14.98, $18.75, $25

Special values that are
winning friends for us ev-

erv

Smart Nelv
Dresses

$7.50, $9.98, $11.98, $14.98

Stunning silk
combinations

effects.

Buy That New Coat Here This Week
We have done some excellent coat buying and some special pricing and

nowhere will you coat choosing more to your liking.
Good serviceable women and misses $3.75 and at

price up to
"Black Tur-Tabr- ic Coats

Lynx Cloth. Ural, Astrachan, Meritex, Alaska, Boucles, Plushes. The
great demand for these warm weighty, rich looking winter
prepared with immense assortments in three-quart- er and full length
models.

Smart College $5.98, $7.50 and $9.98.
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Skirts at $5.00
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Waists
Dressy blouses of

lace, chiffon & crepe de
chine in endless variety

The Bee Hibe on The Corner
"Brady Streets, Dabenport,

philanthropists,

plenish

bor in many classes noted
and

From each witness, in addition to
evidence as to labor with
which he was familiar, sug-
gestions as to remedial was
obtained. In arriving at its

land the final expression of the
commissioners' will be em-
bodied in bills to be drafted only after
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Waists at
A special sale of lin-

gerie blouses that for-
merly sold up to $3.98.

Second and lotoa
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mists, surgeons educators.

conditions
personally

legislation
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a minute inspection of every similar
law, atate or federal. Every assist-
ance in formulating the billa will bo
rendered 'by men who have made a
life study of that work and it Us de-

signed to make the measure proof
against technical objection aa finally
presented. ,

All the news all the time The Argus.

The prices of Welsbach Reflex
mantles have been sharply reduced: 5

25c "Reflex" Brand now 15c
25c Opaline Globe now 20c
15c h Frosted Globe now lOc

Gas Mantles
The heart of the gas lamp is the mantle. The

tremendous economy, efficiency and agreeable easy
seeing quality of Modern Gas Light depends upon
the use of Good Mantles.

To introduce this kind of gas light to every-
one, and to remove every excuse for using inferior
and insufficient mantles, is the reason for making
these low prices.

You had better try one.

Peoples IPowec Co
Rock Island Moline East Moline


